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Minutes 

Those Present: 
 
Rose Almond, Chris Alton, Matthew Alton, Jennie Atherton, Jenny Baines, Frederic 
Bayer, Lynda Berry, Alex Bleakley, Freya Blyth, Ella Booth, Rachael Booth, Mark 
Borthwick, Liam Brighton, Emily Brown, Devi Cardero, Toni Carmichael-Harris, Aidan 
Childs, Roseanne Clarke, Samuel Cooper, Tas Cooper, Peter Doubtfire, Michelle 
Dumont, Kim Edwards, James Evans, Rachel Evans, T. F., Becky Garnault, C. Gould, 
Naomi Haigh, Laurence Hall, Tim Hall Farthing, Thomas Hancock, Eleanor Harding, 
May Harrison, Miriam Harrold, P. J. Harvey, Jaz Higgs, Grace Holme, Naomi Hooke, N. 
Johan, Mairi Jones, Hannah Larn, Sophie Loewendahl, Francesca Loise, Johanna 
Longmore, Gerard Manning, Rici Marshall Cross, Eliza Martin, María Martínez García-
Armero, Jenny McCarthy, Laura McQuillan, Devon Peterka, Andrew Rendle, Tim 
Rouse, Abigail Rowse, Olivia Scantlebury, Anne Seilly, Peatrice Shelley, Kristin 
Skarsholt, Elinor Smallman, Ericka Smith, Christopher Tedd, Jocelyn Tringham, Kellie 
Turner, Peter Tyler, Conor Watt, Sigurd Watt, Jacob Webb, Philip Wood 
 
Total: 69 

 

 

Co-Clerks Peter Doubtfire & Jenny McCarthy 

Trustees Toni Carmichael-Harris, Peter Doubtfire, 
C. Gould, Francesca Loise, Jenny 
McCarthy, Tim Rouse, Kellie Turner 

Coordinator Rachel Evans 
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2017.01 Finance – 2017 Budget 
C. Gould has presented a draft budget for 2017, highlighting the fact that YFGM is 
currently in the process of diversifying our funding sources. We approve this budget 
and attach it to these minutes.  

We note that we are currently unable to provide a grant for European and Middle 
Eastern Young Friends. 

We thank finance committee for their hard work in preparing this budget and their 
ongoing fundraising efforts. 

2017. 02 The Future of YFGM’s Concern on Trident 
We have heard from Peter Doubtfire about the work of the Trident Concern Group 
protesting against the renewal of Trident. Parliament voted to renew Britain’s nuclear 
weapons last year. 

We have considered what to do moving forward. 

There is still work to be done against nuclear weapons, and different ways in which 
we could influence decisions around them. 

In YFGM as a body, there is not a corporate sense that leads us to continue this work 
with this concern right now. There is a feeling that we must not let the perfect stand in 
the way of the good, and that our energies may currently be better spent elsewhere. 
Therefore we lay this concern down. 

This does not close the possibility of YFGM taking up this work in the future. YFGMers 
as individuals are also still passionate about this issue and may find many other 
avenues in which to continue this work. 

We thank the Trident Concern Group for their work on behalf of YFGM. In stating 
clearly our strong opposition to Britain’s continued use of nuclear weapons, the group 
has made a strong standpoint that is important in the continuing struggle to abolish 
nuclear weapons. 

2017.03 Representatives’ Reports 
We have heard the following reports: 

Report Subject Reported by 
 
The experience of being a planning 
weekend newcomer 
 

 
Matthew Alton and Roseanne Clarke 

 
Meeting for Sufferings 
 

 
Laurence Hall and Rici Marshall Cross 
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2017.04 Co-opted Members of Committees 
Jenny Baines was co-opted to Quintessential this weekend, and Devon Peterka was 
co-opted to Nominations Committee. We thank these Friends for their service. 

2017.05 Catering 
We thank Olivia Scantlebury for catering this weekend. 

2017.06  Speakers 
We have heard from Jeff Beatty, David Day and Margot Lunnon about Quaker Values 
in Education. 

2017.07 Special Interest Groups 
The following Special Interest Groups were held this weekend: 

Special Interest Group Led by 

Research on concerns Valerie Whittington 

Edinburgh Peace and Justice Centre Brian Larkin 

Spirituality and the environment Mark Borthwick 

Local young Quaker groups Abi Rowse 

YFGM Special Interest Meeting at Yearly 
Meeting Gathering Abi Rowse 

Quaker Peaceworkers Hannah Larne & Philip Wood 
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2017.08 Nominations Returns 

Role 
 

Released Appointed Until 

Catering Coordinator Andrew Rendle Gabriel Martel February 2020 

International 
Secretary 

Carried over María Martínez García-
Armero * 

February 2020 

Quintessential Christopher Tedd 
Rachael Harrison 
Emma Anthony 

Joseph Fuller 
Mark Borthwick 

February 2020 

Planning Weekend 
Newcomer 
 

Matthew Alton 
Roseanne Clarke 
Ella Swinson Reid 

Peter Tyler 
Jaz Higgs 
James Evans 

May 2017 

The Young Quaker 
Co-editor 

Beatrice Shelley 
Alice Crawford 

Lynda Berry 
Roseanne Clarke 
Michelle Dumont 
James Evans 

February 2020 

Mental Wellbeing 
Concern Working 
Group 

Rhian Blades 
Ellen Elliott 

Eleanor Harding 
Rose Almond 

February 2019 

Interchurch/ 
Interfaith Secretary 

Hannah Brock Carried over - 

Management Trustee Jenny McCarthy - - 

Nominations 
Committee 

Joseph Fuller 
Alice Woodhead 
Alice Crawford 
Kristin Skarsholt 
Tim Searle-Barnes 

Naomi Hooke 
Peter Tyler 

February 2020 

Quintessential 
Trustee 

Toni Carmichael-
Harris 

Carried over - 

 

 

We ask that the committee of TYQ editors appoint a member to oversee the finances 
of TYQ. The committee is encouraged to share the skills of current and previous 
editors where possible in this time of shortened finances for YFGM, and to use the 
expertise of YFGM's fundraiser and Finance Committee. 
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We thank those released for their service 

 

* Minute from the nominations committee:  

 

We bring forward the name of our Friend Maria Garcia Armero to be our International 
Secretary. The role is also a representative role to Quaker World Relations Committee. 

Quakers internationally, in EMES/EMEYF and in BYM are seeking and finding new 
ways to be connected and in community through ministry and work. Maria's Quaker 
community is with YFGM in Britain and she lives in Spain. Because of this we have 
been led to consider how to minimise the environmental and economic impact of this 
nomination. 

We ask that the Quaker World Relations Committee work with our International Rep 
to find the ways that keep them connected. We suggest that this is not through face-
to-face meetings the majority of the time but by web communication. 

We need to live as if he Kingdom of God were already here. We need to live as if we 
already live in a more sustainable world. This is an opportunity to learn further what 
we need to do to live by our testimony to sustainability with love. 
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2017.09 Clerks’ Offering 

We gathered in Edinburgh for our first YFGM north of the border in over a decade. 
With 20 newcomers, there was a vibrant energy from games on Friday evening to the 
epic entertainments on Saturday. 

We had a wide range of SIGs, and were lucky to hear people’s different experiences 
and areas of interest. Learning about the work of several peace charities was 
heartening as always in our current global situation, and taking part in research about 
Quaker concerns got us thinking about our experiences and knowledge of this aspect 
of being a Quaker community.  

Laying down our own concern against Trident made us realise the importance of the 
work the group has achieved and that we still feel strongly about this issue. 

Newcomers got to know each other through silly games with food, and learned about 
YFGM’s proud tradition of Quaker business method. 

David Day, Margo Lunnon and Jeff Beatty spoke to us about Quaker Values in 
Education. We are troubled by some of the recent trends in education policy, and 
making a list of problems was not difficult. Finding solutions will not be so easy, but 
we hope that education systems can be developed which nurture that of God in every 
child. 

Quintessential led us in a creative exploration of multi-faith texts. The sacred writings 
of other faiths can be challenging as well as throwing new perspectives on our Quaker 
faith. Epilogues, worship and preparation for worship helped us to make the 
community our home for the weekend, a sense strengthened by sharing meals, 
friendship and cups of tea. 

We leave Edinburgh grateful for the chance to make new friendships and rekindle old 
ones. We look forward to reconvening in Sheffield in May. 



 

 

Attachment - YFGM Budget for 2017 
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